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Dot Romand-Acierno
1948

The Veterans Committee has stepped back in time
almost three quarters of a century to honor our next induct-
ee, a pioneerin sports and activities for young women. Dot
Waddington-Romand-Acierno initiated a program which
was to have a profound, positive and Islip community as a
whole.

Dot grew up in Central Islip on the Waddington fam-
ily farm along Suffolk Avenue. She was one of four children
— brothers William and Richard and sister Mary (known
to many of you as Mary Melius, who did a great job as a
career math teacher at the Senior High School). We would
also note that Dot’s nephews Everett and Bradley Melius are
also members of the Hall of Fame (a first such combination for us — we believe.)

In High School, Dot played all the girls sports available. She was a fine athlete and fierce competitor. This was an
era when female sports had not come into their own on equal footing with the men. All sports were in house on
an intramural level, with no interscholastic play.

Upon graduation, Dot married Tom Romand and became the eventual mother of two daughters, Vicki
(recently deceased) and Patricia (deceased early), and son Tommy. Dotty also stayed active in sports and played
softball with several local area teams.

In 1960, Dotty started teaching baton twirling to neighborhood girls. She also contacted the High School
to see if a twirling routine could be made part of the Marching Band performances, at parades and games. This
was a great relationship which Dot fostered for many years until she retired. The best twirler became the noted
C.I. “Golden Girl” and the Romanettes became an integral feature of all such events.

Dot continued to give both private and group sessions and girls throughout Long Island came to her for
instruction and tutoring. She was a respected teacher throughout the twirling world. In her later years, she was
cited as a renowned national judge. Her students entered many competitions all across the country winning state
and national championships at individual and team levels.

In 1966, her team was named Grand National Champion. In 1969 & 1970, her squads were cited as Small
Team National Champions. There were also numerous local awards. Her daughter Vicki was a National Cham-
pion in both Single and Double Baton. She received a college scholarship for twirling and was one of many whose
schooling was similarly endowed.

Dot retired and just moved to Las Vegas. She just celebrated her 90th birthday. Unfortunately, she has lost
two beloved husbands and two children along the way. Her son Tom is retired and a veteran of the Viet Nam War.
He lives in Las Vegas with his children, Gabriella and Genevieve Romand.

Dot has left a legacy which has enhanced and challenged the lives of literally hundreds of young ladies to work,
strive and achieve. They learned these values in life at her side. They became better women and Central Islip be-
came a better place when Dot took up the baton.

Welcome to the Hall, Dot! Keep on twirling!!!




Nicole Campbell
2001

Nicole was raised in Islandia, having the oppor-
tunity to to attend school in Central Islip and graduating
from CIHS in 2001. As a high school student, Nicole
was a three- sport varsity athlete (soccer, basketball and
volleyball. As a soccer goalkeeper, there were many
times that she set school records with amount of saves
in a game. She was a three-time All-League player and
two-time All-County player. There were many college
offers to play soccer at the next level, but basketball was
her favorite sport. Nicole was a freshman starter as a . :
power forward at the varsity level and held that position E— T O WROST AMPDS
for all four years of high school. : ' '

She was a four-time All-League player and one-
time All-County player. As a senior she played a large

role in her team making it to the playoffs for the first time in 20 years. This allowed her the opportunity to continue
her basketball career at the collegiate level. She committed to LIU Post where she was part of the team for the next
5 years.

As a college athlete she suffered an injury at the beginning of her freshman year and was pregnant with
her oldest son her sophomore year, which gave her the opportunity to red-shirt that season. She returned to the
court for the next 3 years of college where the team made the playoffs each season. At the end of 5 years Nicole
received her Bachelor Degree and a dual certificate to teach Health and Physical Education.

Upon graduating from LIU Post in 2006, she returned to her hometown where she was hired by the Central Is-
lip School District as a Health Education Teacher and the Assistant Varsity Basketball Coach. Nicole currently
teaches Health and loves being able to impact so many students the same way her CI teachers impacted her.

During the 12 years of her coaching career as Assistant Varsity Basketball Coach and Junior Varsity Basketball
Coach she was a part of two League Championships and one Suffolk County Championship. To this day she
continues to instill the importance of participating in sports and healthy lifestyles to the students of the Central
Islip School District, however has decided to take a break from coaching to watch her own children participate in
sports and other activities.

Currently Nicole resides in Wading River with her beautiful family. She has 4 children, Christian (17),
Kaylee (13), Michael (6) and Logan (4). They are all very involved in sports and consistently excel academically.

The Hall of Fame welcomes this talented and versatile young woman to our august body.



Bill Clougher
1972

Billy Clougher was a leader and team builder. Through
high school Billy led team honors with six Division Titles: three
in Wrestling, two in Track and one in football. Billy was co-
captain for the undefeated 1971 Football Team that was nomi-
nated for the Rutgers Trophy. Billy was also co-captain for the
1972 Wrestling Team. The ‘72 Wrestling Team won its fourth
straight Divisional Title and dominated the Division Tournament
with a wrestler in the finals in every weight class. Several of the
finals featured two CI wrestlers! The tournament was dubbed
“The Hauppauge Tournament”, but local newspapers called it
“The 1972 Central Islip Wrestle-offs”. The 48-year-old record
still stands today for the’72 Wrestling Team’s accomplishments
under his leadership.

People who watched Billy wrestle in high school and col-
lege remember the matches when he beat the “unbeatable” Cur-
tis Smith from Brentwood and undefeated Willi Gadson from
Huntington. Billy continued his wrestling career, beating Willi
Gadson in college. Gadson became a two-time All-American at

Iowa State after Billy retired from wrestling. Wrestling fans remember Iowa State dominating the NCAA in the
*70’s.

As a wrestler, Billy feared no one and most wrestlers feared him. He beat wrestlers that were unbeatable.
His only fear was losing and in high school it was rare, if ever, that he did.

High School wrestling highlights: three-time Team Division Champions, three-time County Qualifier, two-time
Division Champion and one-time County Champion, High School Football highlights: All-Division offensive
guard, All-County first team, undefeated ‘71 team.

High School Track highlights: While his expertise was not track, Billy focused on football and wrestling.
He did, however, contribute to the track championship team scoring points in shot put and high hurdles.

College wrestling highlights: two-time Division Champion, two-time national qualifier and last but not
least, Division Team Champions share with five Musketeer starters.

Billy recently passed away. He is survived by his two children, Billy and Shannon. His son carried on the
tradition as a football star in high school as he recently was inducted into his high school Hall of Fame as a run-
ning back. He set several records and was awarded Player of the Year in his region.

Billy would be proud of his son as we are proud to induct his dad in our Hall of Fame. Well done, Bill.



Dan Doherty
1968

Back in the days of C.I. football dominance, our
next honoree was a major cog in the Musketeer Machine.
Dan’s parents moved out of Brooklyn in 1961 and pur-
chased their first home in Central Islip. He attended 5th
grade at Wheeler Road Elementary School and moved on
to Central Islip High School in 1963, where he quickly
became involved in sports.

As a freshman, he made the Varsity Football Team
and embarked on a stellar career as a four-year letterman
and earned All-Lea and All-County honors as an Offensive
End and Defensive Corner Back.

A scrappy wrestler at 168 pounds, Dan lettered for four years and won honors as an All-League and
All=County wrestler.

Each spring for four years, Dan participated in Varsity Track, running the 440 quarter mile for speed and
endurance.

In 1968, Dan received a Football Scholarship to Northern Colorado State. After two years, his college
football career was cut short due to a skiing accident.

Upon returning home to Central Islip, Dan joined the Carpenters Union in New York City where he worked for
the next four years.

In 1975, Dan moved to Florida to work in the swimming pool industry. In 1985, he started his own swim-
ming pool business from which he retired and closed in 2019. Not being a sit-at-home person, he is currently
working as a supervisor for a young man who has recently started a new swimming pool company,

Dan and his wife of 35 years, Millie, live in Orange City, Florida. They have four children: Brent - a Power
Company Mechanic, Meghan =VP of a Marketing Firm, Beth - a Chiropractor and Tim - a Physical Therapy As-
sistant.

Dan also has five grandchildren: Jansen - Marine Corp, Hannah and Ryder - both students at the Univer-
sity of Central Florida, Austin — Self-Employed and Trenton — Air Force in Oklahoma, as well as four great-
grandchildren: Stryker and Silas in Florida and Amelia and Charlotte in Oklahoma. When Dan isn’t working in
the pool business, he and Millie enjoy travelling, visiting friends and motorcycling.

On his induction into the Hall of Fame, Dan would like to thank all those involved in his nomination. He truly
cherishes fond memories of growing up in a small town. A very special thank you to my dear friend, Johnny
Leach, who always believed in me and pushed for this recognition.

Thank you to my teammates, who strived to be the best. The teachers: Goldstein, Williams, Hockter,
O’Dell and Morselli, who helped mold us into the young men we were. To the students who backed us 100% and
last, but not least, our parents whose support was endless and without which we wouldn’t be here!

Well said and welcome to the Hall, Dan!




Tafara Layne
1998

“If you do not believe in yourself no one will
do it for you.” - Kobe Bryant

Tafara’s love for sports began with her
desire to just fit in and hang with her brothers.
Over time it became clear she had natural tal-
ent. She worked hard to become a two-sport
powerhouse athlete in Central Islip. Tafara
was a four-year Varsity starting point guard in
basketball and earned All-League honors from
1995-1998.

It was on the softball diamond, however, where she truly shined bright. She led her Reed Junior High
School softball team to an unbeaten record in 7th grade, as the starting pitcher, then was a five-year starter on the
Varsity Softball Team beginning her varsity career as an 8th grader. Tafara was an All-League selection in 1994,
an All-County selection from 1995 to 1998 and an All-Long Island and All-State selection in 1996 and 1997.

After graduating High School in 1998, Tafara was able to juggle being a two-sport athlete and mother
while attending New York Institute of Technology, after giving birth to her daughter Ayana her senior year of High
School. She played point guard for the Lady Bears basketball team and was the starting shortstop for the Lady
Bears Softball Team. Tafara once again excelled on the softball field and over the course of her four-year career
she continued to etch her name in the record books. Tafara holds the single season batting average record (.466)
and the single season doubles record (16). She is #2 on the career batting average list (.398), #5 in career RBI’s
(81),#1 in career doubles (47) and #1 in career triples (11). Tafara was also a USA Junior Olympics Softball selec-
tion in 1999. She represented not only Central Islip, but also the United States in Hamburg, Germany. She played
against elite softball competition from around the world.

Tafara and her wife Raven live in Islandia and Tafara’s daughter Ayana graduated from St. John’s Univer-
sity in 2019 with a Bachelors Degree in Marketing. She will be receiving her MBA in 2021 with concentrations
in International Business and Marketing Management.

In 2004 Tafara entered the New York City Police Academy and has served the City of New York ever
since. She was promoted to Detective in April 2015 and continues to proudly wear the uniform and represent the
good Police Officers around the country.

We welcome a most deserving lady to our Hall of Fame and we are very proud of her accomplishments.




Jim Mott
1976

Today we are inducting into our Sports Hall of Fame
a gentleman who came to Central Islip as a two-year-old
and immediately set out to find a pick-up basketball game.
Those who know Jim Mott will tell you he is still available
for those games today!

To keep himself busy before reaching school basket-
ball age, he played on such organized teams as The Rovers,
coached by Jack Tice and was joined by his sons Mike and
John Tice. Eventually he reached the High School where
he teamed with some outstanding coaches and players. His
freshman year he played for Tom Black and then moved on

to play Junior Varsity for the “General”, Mike Eisenhauer.

During the ‘73-’74 season, Jim was moved up to the Varsity. That team, coached by Tony Armata, won the Suffolk
County Basketball Championship in a most exciting year. He finished his career under Coach Ben Morselli. This
opened the door to many years of C.I. basketball history.

Jim went on to Gannon University, but his playing days were cut short by a broken ankle suffered doing wind
sprints — yes — that is when he gave up wind sprints as a means of staying in tip-top shape. But he never gave
up on C.I.

Jim returned home to teach English at both the Junior and Senior High Schools for 31 years. He was al-
ways available to help out in ways that made him a most valuable faculty member as did his coaching accomplish-
ments. For more than 35 years he coached five different sports at various levels which included soccer, lacrosse,
football, baseball and of course, basketball. As a basketball coach, he led teams at the Junior High, Junior Varsity
and Varsity levels. At the Varsity level, he served an assistant under Ray Charlton and Ben Morselli before becom-
ing Head Coach in 2000.

As the Head Coach, Jim won over 200 games, 3 League Championships and 3 Coach of the Year Awards.
He is proud of all his teams and players, but can’t help but mention the 2011-2012 team that went 20-2 and went
to the Suffolk County Finals. And in his own words “had the true pleasure of coaching with my coaching mentor
and great friend, Ben Morselli.”



Neal O’Mara
1976

P DONNELLY FIELD

This year’s local inductee to the Central Islip Sports Hall £
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of Fame is Neal O’Mara. Neal grew up on St. John’s Street as the
fourth of six children of Al and Alice O’Mara who are both from
Central Islip.

Neal’s Central Islip roots are deep and while a few of his N,
older siblings attended Central Islip High School, Neal decided to = \\{
attend St. Anthony’s High School. L

At St. Anthony’s, Neal originally played football, basket-
ball and ran track in the spring. Neal made a difficult decision in i
his sophomore year to forego his basketball career after a success- & T - ‘ 5
ful Summer League, where he was an All-Star, to join the indoor . ) 4 6; \ 4
winter track team. Neal switched to track so he could improve his A ' L4
speed. Neal O’Mara was a very fast runner. '

Neal piled up a number of high school accomplishments.
He was named an All-League Fullback in football and he was a
Co-Captain in his senior year. In track Neal won several league
sprint and relay titles. His 880 relay team recorded the fastest in-
door time in the State in 1976. Neal’s 100-yard dash time in the LI/NYC Inter-Sectionals was one of the fastest indoor 100-
yard dash times in the State. Did we say Neal was fast?

When Neal graduated from St. Anthony’s he held or shared school records in the indoor 100-yard dash (10.3 sec-
onds) and outdoor 100-yard dash (9.9 seconds). He was also part of several school and meet relay record teams. To finish
his career at St. Anthony’s, Neal was voted “Athlete of the Year”.

After St. Anthony’s Neal moved on to Nassau Community College. His plan there was to play football for two years
and earn a Division One football scholarship. He started both years for the Lions on their nationally ranked team. He made
first team All-Coastal Conference free safety and was second in the conference in kickoff returns with a 30.1-yard average.

Of course, Neal ran track at Nassau Community and was their top sprinter. Neal was a solid student too, as evidenced
by receiving one of seven JFK Scholarships given annually by Nassau CC recognizing academic and athletic achievement.

Neal fulfilled his goal to earn a Division One scholarship, receiving a full scholarship to William and Mary College
in Williamsburg, Virginia. He made an impact with his play in the defensive secondary and on special teams. Neal sustained
a career ending neck injury in his second to last game as a senior, on a quarterback blitz. His hit resulted in an interception,
but his football days were over.

Upon graduating from William and Mary Neal returned to Central Islip and became a coach. He was an assistant
track coach for two years at Central Islip High School and for fourteen years was special teams/secondary coach at his Alma
Mata, St. Anthony’s. It was during this time that Neal joined the Nassau County Police Force.

Neal had a distinguished 27-year career with the NCPD. He retired as a Lieutenant and was Deputy Commanding
Officer of the Department’s Communications Bureau.

Neal’s competitive fire didn’t diminish while on the NCPD. His love of track prompted him to train for the decath-
lon. The decathlon is a grueling contest of ten track and field events spread over two days. Neal won silver medals at the
World Police and Fire Games in Memphis, Tennessee and the National Police Olympics in Las Vegas, Nevada. Neal earned
a Gold Medal in the Masters (30+) Division at the Empire State Games in the pentathlon (long jump, discus, 200 meters,
javelin and 500 meters). This achievement earned Neal Masters All-American status.

These days Neal spends his retirement with his beautiful wife Lisa, whom he married in 1992. She had a successful
career as a Marketing Manager. Neal and Lisa are avid golfers, spending their winters in Lake Worth, Florida. Neal hits the
golf ball very well and though not given to boasting, he makes sure his golfing buddies know that he belongs to the hole-in-
one club with one ace. Oh, his wife can play a little golf...She has four (4) holes-in-one!

We congratulate and welcome Neal to the CI Sports Hall of fame.
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Jamel Patterson
2000

Jamel was a member of the Central Islip Muske-
teers Varsity Football Team from 1997 to 1999. He was
one of only two 10th graders brought up to the varsity
team for the ‘97 season. The initial plan was for him to
learn the position of linebacker and play some special
teams, but after a few scrimmages and the first game of
the season, he found himself in the starting line-up at
defensive end against Half Hollow Hills West. He fin-
ished the season leading the defensive line in tackles and
contributed on special teams.

During his junior year as a second year starter,
Jamel, alongside seniors Jason Montalvo (RIP) and
Chris Marrow, was one of the leaders on the defense. He
finished the season among the top in sacks and tackles

for a loss.
As a senior, Jamel was moved to nose guard at the suggestion of Coach Ben Morselli. Initially skeptical

of the change, he enjoyed his most successful season at the position. Playing in the middle allowed him more
freedom to maneuver on the field, not having to worry about outside contain which is priority playing defensive
end or outside linebacker. He finished the season leading the team in sacks, sacks for loss and forced fumbles.

During his football career at Central Islip, he was awarded All-League, All-Division and All-County hon-
ors. Jamel was a finalist for The Zellner Award which goes to the best lineman in Suffolk County. He was also a
starter in the P.A.L. Senior Football Game alongside one of his long-time teammates, Byron Marquez, who played
strong safety.

Jamel ran spring track under Coach Jerry Watkins and winter track for Coach Christian Pisano. He partici-
pated in the 400 meters, 4x400 relay, 200 meters and shotput.

After leaving high school, Jamel briefly played football at Nassau Community College and in 2005 he
played one season of Semi-Pro football for the Long Island Lions.

In recent years he has coached youth football with the Central Islip P.A.L. and was also Assistant Football
Coach with the Reed Junior High School team during the 2016 season. Jamel has dedicated countless hours train-
ing and giving nutritional advice to the young athletes of the community via after-school programs he has run at
the Central Islip Recreation Center. He also ran a strength and conditioning program at the High School.
Jamel’s oldest daughter, Semiah, is a Central Islip graduate, class of 2019. She was a member of the Show Choir
and Sweet Adelines. She was also in the cast of two school plays, “Dreamgirls” and “Hairspray”. His youngest
daughter, Siera, is also a Central Islip graduate, class of 2020. She performed in the Marching Band for four years,
lettered in winter track, basketball one and softball for four years. She was also in Show Choir her senior year. His
oldest son, Jamel, who will graduate in 2021, has followed in his father’s footsteps on the football field playing
linebacker and fullback for the Varsity Team this past season. He has also run winter and spring track under Coach
Christian Pisano. His youngest son, Josiah, currently plays football and wrestles in Middle School.

Welcome to the Hall, Jamel.




Lawrence Philips
1985

Larry is a 1985 graduate and varsity participant in baseball
and bowling. Although a solid athlete, the only All-League recog-
nition Larry received was “All-Academic.” Where Larry made his
mark was in his 15-year tenure as Director of PE, Health, Athletics
and Health Services. Larry is also the CIUFSD COVID coordina-
tor and Supervisor of Transportation. Larry’s 15 years as Athletic
Director in Central Islip is the longest in duration in Musketeer
history.

The legacy Larry leaves behind is immeasurable, although
he will only admit to playing a small role. In typical fashion, Larry
credits everyone else and only concedes to being smart enough to
build relationships and surround himself with quality individuals.
One source of pride is the success of the Musketeer teams. The last
Musketeer County Champions prior to Larry’s 2007 appointment
was the 1990 Football team and the 1979 Boys’ Basketball team.

The Musketeers have recently gained County Championships in Boys’ Winter Track, GlI‘lS Basketball and Cheer.
Musketeer student-athletes have also garnered a number of recent state and county championships, as well as
myriad sportsmanship and academic awards.

Another area of satisfaction is the upgraded facilities. David J. Goldstein Field is among the finest multi-
purpose turf fields in the county, and the high school track and fitness center are also the envy of opposing pro-
grams. Dedicating (and renovating) the high school basketball court to recognize CI legend Benjamin Morselli is
certainly another highlight, as is upgrading the gymnasiums in all eight CI schools.

Maybe what Larry is most proud of is being a founding member of the CI Sports Hall of Fame Committee.
The CI Sports Hall of Fame helps connect the past with the present and it serves to recognize the best of the best,
which helps give current student-athletes a blueprint for success. More importantly, the CI Sports Hall of Fame
continues to give back to a great district and town. The CI Sports Hall of Fame has generously donated $100,000
back to the community since its 2010 inception.

Larry has served Section XI well throughout the years. His current committee assignments include Modi-
fied, Placement, Awards, Constitution, Tournament, Appeals, Diversity/Inclusivity and Technology, as well as
sitting on Athletic Council. Larry is currently a board member of the Cornell Cooperative Extension of Suffolk
County, sits on the Suffolk County Legislator Teen Pregnancy Advisory Board and does the same for the Suffolk
Zone of the NYS Association for Health, PE, Recreation and Dance. Some of the recognition Mr. Philips has
received include the PTA Council Jenkins Award, Central Islip Civic Council Good Neighbor Award, I AM CI
Educational Foundation Community Service Award, Suffolk County PE Director of the Year, NYS PE Director of
the Year and SCOPE Recognition Award for Distinguished Service.

Larry credits his parents for falling in love with Central Islip and thanks his wife, Mia, and daughters, Jade
and Dora, for supporting him the entire time. Larry is soon retiring from his current position as Athletic Director
and looks forward to the next chapter of life. That being said, Larry has been part of the Central Islip family for
over 50 years, and will no doubt continue to pay it forward, as his CI mentors have done before him.

The Hall of Fame welcomes Larry to its ranks, a true son of CI who bleeds purple and gold!




Jose Viera
2002

Jose Viera attended Central Islip High School from 1998 to 2002. He was an all-around athlete and would
have been successful in any sport he chose. He chose Wrestling and what a choice it turned out to be for him and
Central Islip High School. Jose went to a place where NO Central Islip wrestler had gone before. He went all the
way to the New York State Wrestling Championship winning the title at 152 pounds in 2002!

Jose played a number of sports at Reed Junior High School, including football. He would eventually play two
years of varsity football.

It was in the wrestling room at Reed where Jose first caught the eye of High School Coach Brad Brozinski
when he was in eighth grade. Coach Brozinski was scouting future prospects for his team and paid close attention
to Jose right away. Coaches know when a young athlete might have that combination of physical talent and sport
specific skills to scale the heights on the Varsity level. Coach knew that about Jose.

“We knew he was special right away, but it wasn’t until his sophomore year that we felt he could do great
things” said Coach Brozinski. Jose wrestled on the Varsity all four years in high school. He won two League
Championships. In 2001 he was Suffolk County runner-up and in 2002 he was the Suffolk County Champion. He
backed that up by winning the New York State Championship! When asked to describe what helped make Jose a
champion, Coach Broinski replied “he was extremely talented and hyper focused, tough as nails and was never
afraid”.

After high school Jose has been productive in a number of areas. He took his toughness to the profes-
sional level, becoming a Professional UFC fighter. He is also a Real Estate Consultant. Currently, Jose’s profes-
sional barber skills are in high demand!

Jose has maintained close friendship with his CI High School Coach Brad Brozinski, who considers
him family. “Jose is always respectful, polite, warm-hearted and generous and he is a good friend!” beamed the
Coach. Coach Brozinski added that he is proudest of Jose’s being a “GREAT” father to his six-year-old son Tyler!
Great work, Jose!

The Central Islip Sports Hall of Fame congratulates and proudly welcomes Champion Jose Viera.
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